
26 Food Webs

Activity
Part I: As a class, discuss the various levels in a food chain from producer to top level
predator. The food web below gives examples of several food chains that the SFS stu-
dents at the South Caicos research site may observe on the reef. Now divide students
into food chain research teams and complete the following steps: 

1. Give each team the name of a producer and a second level carnivore. Have each team
answer the following: What animals would eat this producer? What animals would this
carnivore eat?  Have each team research two food chains, one for the producer and one
for the carnivore.

2. Ask each team to illustrate its food chains. For example:
sea lettuce (producer) 

 

È sea urchin (herbivore) È angelfish (carnivore) È shark (carnivore)

3. Have students draw or find photographs to illustrate each link in the chains. 

4. Create a bulletin board display as follows:  (a) Put all of the producers along the bot-
tom, the predators at the top, and the herbivores in the middle of the board. If the
same animal or plant is used more than once, group the illustrations together at a single
food “station.”  (b) Using different colors of yarn, have each team connect the plants
and animals in its chains.  (c) As students work, discuss any food webs that appear. Can
students identify other possible connections?

Example of Reef Food Web


